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REGIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE CENTER -- WATERTOWN 

In 1948 the New York State Legislature appropriated money to es- 
tablish the first Regional Library Service Center in New York State on 
an experimental basis for a period of about three years. This was the 
result of recommendations made by the Division of Research of the De- 
partment of Education with the advice and help of the New York Library 
Association and librarians and trustees in our State. 

The recommencations of the Division of Research were twofold. 
The first was that 15 regional library service centers be established 
as State offices to provide a wide variety of books and loan them to local 
libraries, develop co-operation between local libraries and maintain an 
advisory service for libraries of their respective regions. The second 
recommendation was that county boards for library development be estab- 
lished with the power to receive money and distribute it according to 
plans developed for each county. 


The Regional Library Service Center in Watertown began operations 


in May 1948, By August of that year, a staff had been gathered together; 


and in September, the first books went out on loan to the various li- 
braries of the Region. The general policy of adding to the pool of books 
at the Center at the rate of one-tenth of a book per person per year has 
been adhered to; and the material loaned to libraries has been needed, 
as is shown by the immediate increase in average circulation from the 
libraries. 

There have been two guiding principles in the relationships es- 


tablished between the Center and the various libraries of the Region. 
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First, there should be no interference in any way in the internal manage- 
ment of the libraries. The libraries contimue just as they have been, 
being responsible to their communities for staff, maintenance and policies 
of library service. If advice is requested on a particular phase of the 
work of a library, the Regional Library stands ready to help. The ii- 
braries of the Region have availed themselves of this advisory service 
constantly; and there have been requests for help on book selection, 
weeding, rearrangement of the library, lighting and other typical library 
problems. Second, all materials that are sent from the Center to the 
libraries are by their own selection. 

All 51 public libraries in the North Country are using the Center's 
service and one central school where there is no public library will be 
using the Center in the capacity of a public library. Together, they 
serve a population of about 130,000 people out of the 200,000 in the 
area. As of April 1, 1950, the end of the second year of the project, 
there were 25,700 books in the collection at the Center; and there is 
one full-time person for every 10,000 people served by the libraries. 


As county units are formed in this Region, the work of the Center 


will change to some extent. It is to be hoped that before long this 


section of the State will have the kind and amount of library service 


that was envisioned in the State plan. 


Raymond E, Williams 


Regional Librarian 
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RECENT BOOKS: A SELECTION - Sugcested by Florence Boochever, 
Book Information Section 


Recommendations: “of first interest; 
Y for young people; P for prisons; R for 
reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


PH Almond, GA. The American people and foreign policy. (Yale univ. 
Inst. of int. studies. Publications) Harcourt. $3.75. 
Thought-provoking analysis of American attitudes toward foreign pol- 
icy, of today's "cold war" environment and historic trends in culture 
and character, with suggestions for effective gearing of public 
opinion to changing conditions in world politics. Notes, index. 

327.73 


YP “Arvin, Newton. Herman Melville. (Amer. men of letters ser.) 

RH Sloane. $3.50. 
"Not just a first-rate book on the life and art of Melville; it is 
also a superb exercise of critical scholarship and an ornament to 


American letters." - Howard P. Vincent in the Saturday Review of 
Literature, April 29, 1950, p.21l. B or 92 


Brant, Irving. James Madison, father of the constitution, 1787~1800. 
Bobbs—Merrill. $6. 

The third volume of this important biography considers anew the cru- 
cial years in our nation's history that saw the framing and ratifi- 
cation of the Constitution in which Madison played a leading part. 
Photographs. Notes, index. B or 92 


m9 


PR “Brooks, Cleanth, & Warren, R.P. Fundamentals of good writing; a 

H handbook of modern rhetoric. Harcourt. $4.75. 
How to become proficient in writing is explained in a comprehensive 
volume by two English professors who are experienced authors. Many 
excellent examples. Appendixes, index. 808 

PR Writing to sell, by Scott Meredith (Harper. $2.75. 029.6) con- 

H siders workable techniques for successful commercial writing, as 
the president of a large literary agency has seen them practiced. 


PH Cohen, M.R, Reflections of a wondering Jew. Beacon Press. $2.50. 
Indicative of the late philosophy professor's penetrating, inquiring 
mind, these brief studies clarify the Jewish outlook and experience. 
Index. 296 


Cook, Ida. We followed our stars. Morrow. $3.50. 

With infectious enthusiasm, the writer tells how she and her sister 
saved enough from their meager earnings to finance a trip from London 
to New York to hear Galli-Curci sing at the Metropolitan and so began 
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a lifelong devotion to vocal music which lead to happy acquaintance 
with many stars. Photographs. B or 92 


Cooper, Morley. The trailer book; how to select, equip and main- 
tain a modern trailer coach. Harper. $3. 

An experienced trailerist offers practical suggestions on the selec- 
tion of coaches for pleasure and utility, on comfortable living in 
wilderness areas and on transcontinental tours. Photographs. List 
of approved trailer parks, state laws and electric brake data in 
appendixes, index. 629.2 


Corbett, Scott. The reluctant landlord. Crowell. $3. 

Not by choice or inclination, the narrator found himself owning a 
house in New York City and here details hilarious incidents about 
his tenants which somehow taught him to enjoy being a landlord. 
Humorous drawings by Paul Galdone. 818.5 


*Dahir, James. Communities for better living. Harper. $4. 

Covering all types of communities from the extremes of urban concen- 
tration to open-country settlement, readable chapters take up typical 
problems and stress the need for action programs by the people most 
concerned. Photographs and plans. Bibliography, index. 711 


Davis, C.B. The age of indiscretion. Lippincott. $3. 

Recalling his youth in Chillocothe, Missouri, the novelist ruminates 

informally about culture and mores in the United States and is con- 

vinced "that there is more happiness per capita today than in 1900." 
917.3 


Derso &Kelen. United Nations sketchbook; a cartoon history of the 
United Nations. (United nations world bk) 

Funk. $2.85. 

"Undiplomatic Notes" introduce more than 50 political drawings with 
captions by the world-famous caricaturists. Quarto. Some of the car- 
toons have appeared in newspapers and magazines. 741 


De Voto, B.A. The world of fiction. Houghton. $3.50. 

Brisk, stimulating examination of the relationship between the writer 
of a novel and its reader, dealing with the psychological basis of 
fiction and its techniques. Much of the material is an expansion 

of articles printed in magazines. 808.3 


*Douglas, W.0. Of men and mountains. Harper. $4, 
Reminiscences of the Supreme Court Justice's boyhood, revealing his 
great love of the out-of-doors, the "richness of life" he found in 
the Pacific Northwest mountains and the spiritual significance of 
his adventures. Maps on end papers, portrait frontispiece. Glossary. 
917.95 
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PR Dulles, J.F. War or peace. Macmillan. $2.50; $1 paper 

EH A concise appraisal of the postwar policies of the United States, a 
review of the accomplishments of bipartisanship and a clear state- 
ment of what remains to be done at home and abroad in order to wage 
“not war, but peace." Index. 327.73 


Funk, C.B, Thereby:hangs a tale; stories of curious word origins. 
Harper. $3.50. 

Fascinating, alphabetically-arranged collection of tales about the 
strange ancestry of many fairly common words and how they have ac- 
quired their everyday meanings. Index. 422 


Halle, L.J. jr. On facing the world. Sloane. $2.75. 

In the form of a letter to his infant son, the author of Spring in 
Washington (1947) writes with clarity and insight of the practical 
philosophy he has evolved, enabling him to live "with some serenity 
in a world of threats." An essay drawn from the book appeared in the 
Saturday Review of Literature, March 11, 1950. 174 


Y Handel, P.W. The outdoor chef; a guide to campfire and fireplace 
cookery. Harper. $3. 
Demonstrating the fun of outdoor cooking, here are suggestions on 
equipment, menus, recipes and innumerable related topics. Drawings 
by Victor Aures. Index, 641.5 


Huxley, A.L. Themes and variations. Harper. $3.50. 
One long essay, "Variations on a Philosopher," and six short ones, 
ranging in theme from art to world population, three reprinted. 824 


Keezer, D.M. & others. Making capitalism work; a program for pre- 
serving freedom and stabilizing prosperity. McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 
Starting from the basic premise that capitalism provides the best 

- way of economic life for the United States, this is a stimulating 
discussion by the editor of the McGraw-Hill Economics Department 
and his associates of what is involved in securing a prosperous 
national future. Charts and tables. Index. 


oo Mrs Felicia. Mink on weekdays (ermine on Sunday). Houghton. 
3.50. 

The witty, engaging story of how the author and her sister, born in 
New York City to every "advantage," including a variety of govern- 
esses, schools and foreign travel, grew up during the '20s into 
attractive, unspoiled girls, thanks to a charming, energetic mother 
and a wise, fun-loving father. 818.5 


YP “lynch, Mary. Sewing made easy. Doubleday. $3.95. 
RH Clear, step-by-step instructions on dressmaking and sewing for the 
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home and family are given in a large, inviting book, liberally illus- 
trated with helpful drawings. Cross references and full index. 02 


“Maclean, Fitzroy. Escape to adventure. Little. $4. 
This thrilling, modestly-written book, combining sheer adventure 
with authoritative comment on current history, recounts the experi- 
ences of a versatile, young Englishman who forsook a diplomatic 
career for the army, served in the North African campaign, and in 
1943, parachuted into Yugoslavia as liaison officer between Churchill 
and Tito's Partisans. Maps. -940.5 


Madison, C.A. American labor leaders; personalities and forces in 
the labor movement. Harper. $4. 

Gives "a coherent and realistic account of the development of organ- 
ized labor through a survey of the outstanding trade unions and 
their leaders," sympathetically describing work conditions from 
early times up to the present. Bibliography, index. 331 


Maurois, Andre, Proust: portrait of a genius; tr. from the French 

by Gerard Hopkins. Harper. $4.50. 

Remarkably perceptive literary biography, using unpublished as well 

as published material to portray the family background, personality 
and workmanship of the hypersensitive invalid who wrote "one of the 
greatest works of imagination of all time." Photographs. Bibliography, 
index. B or 92 


Moore, Mrs Olga. I'll meet you in the lobby. Lippincott. $3. 
Breezy account of a Wyoming girl's zestful work for many a Noble 
Cause, her journalistic efforts, OWI assignment and lobbying in 
Washington for better schools, the Marshall Plan, Displaced Persons 
and "goodness-knows-what—-else. " 818.5 


Nixon, J.W. Responsible Christianity; leaven of a free society. 
Harper. $2.50. 

A faculty member of the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School discusses 
frankly and rationally the challenges to Christian faith in our 
mechanized age, the “eternal dimension" in mankind and the basic 
Christian insight. References, index. 230 


O'Faolain, Sean. A summer in Italy. Devin-Adair. $3.50. 

Bringing to a tour of Italy the rich cultural background of a 
scholar and man of letters, an Irishman discloses the special quality 
of the Italian people. Photographs. 914.5 


O'Kane, W.C. Sun in the sky. (Civilization of the Am. Indian, no. 
30 ) Univ. of Oklahoma Press. $4. 
Based on many visits to the Hopi Indians of Arizona, this delightful 
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book describes their activities and beliefs, their rich mythology 
and elaborate ceremonies, skill in arts and crafts and high prin- 
ciples of conduct. Panoramic maps and fine photographs. Appen- 

dixes, index. 970.3 


Orme, Alexandra. Comes the comrade! tr. from the Polish by M.A. 
Michael and L. Meyer. Morrow. $4. 

A young Polish woman, wife of a Hungarian aristocrat, living in 
Mora, shrewdly and wittily describes the "liberation" of the village 
by the Russians in 1944 and the devastating, often humorous, antics 
of the officers and men when the Manor was appropriated. End paper 
decorations and sketches by the author. 940.5 


*Pearson, H.S. That darned minister's son, Doubleday. $4. 


These pungent, nostalgic pages about a New Hampshire boyhood at 
the turn of the century recall humorous escapades, the beauties of 
hillside and valley and the influence of the well-known nature 
writer's forceful, original father, who successfully combined 
preaching with farming. Some of the material has appeared in per- 
iodicals. B or 92 


Poling, D.A. Faith in power for you. Greenberg. $2.50. 

Doctor Poling shares with others his personal experiences and his 
faith that prayer can bring "peace with power over every circum 
stance of life." Appendix. 264.1 


Potter, C.F. Creative personality; the next step in evolution, 
Funk, $2.50. 

The noted humanist explains his philosophy in a well-reasoned ex- 
position of the possibilities of "harnessing the undoubted power of 
religion to the task of improving human personality and lifting men 
toward the plane of cosmic consciousness," Index. 126 


Simonson, Lee. The art of scenic design; a pictorial analysis of 
stage setting and its relation to theatrical production. Harper. $6, 
A valuable study of basic theories since the Renaissance that have 
influenced modern play production precedes the working drawings and 
illustrative photographs in this handsome quarto. 792 


Stern, E.M., & Castendyck, Elsa. The handicapped child; a guide 
for parents: Wyn. $2. 

Its emphasis on mental hygiene, this sound and helpful little book 
deals understandingly with the conditions of children who are crip- 
pled, blind, deaf or retarded and those who have cerebral palsy, 
epilepsy or rheumatic fever. Index. 136.7 
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PH Trilling, Lionel. The liberal imagination; essays on literature 
and society. Viking. $3.50. 
Illuminating essays on diverse themes, unified by the distinguished 
literary critic's liberalism. A bibliographical note indicates the 
circumstances of the first publication of the essays which were 
written over the last ten years. 











¥ “Urquhart, F.A. Introducing the insect. Holt. $5. 
Intended for the beginner,this attractive book on entomology tells 
how to make an insect collection and includes identification keys 
for a mumber of insect families, whose most striking and common 
characteristics are described. Four colored plates and illustrative 
drawings by E.B.S. Lozier. Bibliography, index. 595.7 





PH Woolf, Virginia. The captain’ death bed, and other essays. 
Harcourt. $3. 
Written during the 20 years before Virginia Woolf's death, some of 
the pieces are published for the first time and others appeared as 
pamphlets or in newspapers. 824 


Fiction 


P Ayme, Marcel. The barkeep of Blemont; tr. by Norman Denny. Harper. $3. 

Through the leading personalities in a small French town, - a verse- | 
writing cafe owner, a decent engineer and his family, a ruthless 
millionaire, a collaborationist and several Communists, this finely 
drawn satire points up the complexities of everyday living in post- 
war France. Sophisticated; for the mature reader. 


PR “Burgan, John. The long discovery. Farrar. $3. 
Centered in the conflict between an autocratic company superintendent 
and an independent, retired railroad worker, here is an understanding 
portrayal of the mining town, Beautyburg, Pennsylvania. 


PR *Chatterton, Ruth. Homeward borne. Simon & Schuster. $3. 
To atone for the one-time rejection of her young Jewish fiance, lovely, 
uncertain Pax takes into her home an unwanted refugee boy and so brings 
into the open her false relationship with her easy, charming husband. 

An appealing first novel that will be enjoyed most by women. 















PR Corkery, Daniel. The wager and other stories. Devin-Adair. $2.75. 
Mainly concerned with the simple country folk of Cork, 16 memorable 
character sketches in lilting prose display the craft of the dis- 

tinguished Irish story—teller. Wood engravings by Elizabeth Rivers. 


PR Gelfan, L.D. The embroidered city. Little. $3. 
A disillusioned American vice-consul and an idealistic girl connected 
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with UNRRA play important roles in an absorbing tale of rice short- 
age in a Chinese inland market city and the machinations and havoc 
caused by the arrival of a relief ship laden with flour. 


Hamilton, Donald. Murder twice told. Rinehart. $2.50. 

Two absorbing, full-length stories, - one of counter-espionage in a 
Chicago chemical plant, the other about a college professor who 
proves that his wife's death in an automobile crash was not 
accidental. 


Household, Geoffrey. The high place. Little. $3. 

An Englishman selling agricultural equipment in Syria comes to know 
and love the capable, enigmatic woman who dominates an anarchistic 
colony of European refugees settled near the Turkish border and is 
the narrator in this provocative, sophisticated novel, concerned 
with intrigue and high adventure in the unusual community. 


Lockridge, Frances (Mrs Richard Lockridge) & Lockridge, Richard. 
Murder in a hurry; a Mr. and Mrs, North mystery. Lippincott. $2.50. 
When a kindly, eccentric, old millionaire is murdered in his Green- 
wich Village pet shop, Lieutenant Weigand, aided by intuitive Pam 
North, cleverly discovers the guilty person. 


“Stein, Hana. The wedding. Wyn. $2.75. 

On her younger girl's wedding day in East Side New York, kindly, 
deeply religious Mama is troubled by her married daughter's unhappi- 
ness and how their problems are resolved is told in a warm and tender 
portrayal of the conflict between old Jewish customs and the new, 


“Warren, R.P. World enough and time. Random House. $3.50. 

In this vividly imagined, romantic tragedy about arrogant Jeremiah 
Beaumont of Kentucky, who married and murdered in the 1800s, the read-~ 
er finds a powerful, new interpretation of a historic trial, dealing 
dramatically with the strange workings of justice. (Pub. date: June 20) 


Juve es 


Attwood, Frederic. Vavache, the cow who painted pictures; illus. by 

Roger Duvoisin. Aladdin. $2.25. 

The wonderful adventures of an amiable and exceptional cow, who, to 

the delight of young Riki, not only could talk English but painted 

pictures with her tail. Delightful drawings and colored pictures. 
Under 9 


Brewster, Benjamin. The first book of baseball; illus. by Jeanne 
Bendick, Watts. $1.50. 


Easy introduction for the little fellow, cleverly illustrated with 
cartoon-like drawings. Index. One of an inexpensive series that li- 
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braries should follow. Under 9 


De Leeuw, Adele. Blue ribbons for Meg; illus. by "Mac" Schweitzer. 
Little. $2.50. 

How bookish, Boston-born Meg visits her cousins in South Dakota 
and gradually wins their affection and learns to ride and like it. 
Chapter heads and full-page drawings. Ages 9-12 


Emery, Anne. Going steady. Westminster Press. $2.50. 
Wholesome, modern novel in which Sally and Scott, of Senior year 
(1949), discover during a summer of "going steady" that they are 
not yet ready to build a home, for there are college years and 
"time ahead." Older boys and girls 


Fenner, P.R., comp. Cowboys, cowboys, cowboys; stories of roundups 
& rodeos, branding & bronco-busting; illus. by Manning de V. Lee. 
Watts. $2.50. 

Beautifully printed book containing short stories and excerpts from 
longer works that inspire further reading. Older boys and girls 


Garrett, Helen. Tophill road; illus. by Corydon Bell. Viking. $2.50. 
Dismayed by the prospect of moving to the country so Dad can finish 
his book, city-bred Peck and Sally find, in this pleasing, natural 
family story, that they enjoy their neighbors and even the rural 
school, Ages 9-12 


McGillicuddy, Cornelius. Connie Mack's baseball book; illus. by 
Floyd Torbet. Knopf. $2.50. 

The famous 88-year-old manager not only analyzes every position in 
the game, but tells how to become a major-leaguer. Records and 
glossary in appendix, index. Older boys and girls 


Parker, A.C. Red Streak of the Iroquois; illus. by I. Heilbron. 
Childrens Press. $2.50. 

Taken prisoner while on a hunting trip, stalwart young Red Streak 
is adopted by the Hill People and into this exciting account of his 
many adventures are woven vivid descriptions of western and central 
New York in Indian times and authentic customs and history of the 
Iroquois with their early League of Peace. Both informing and good 
reading. Ages 9~12 


Tresselt, AR. "Hi, Mister Robin!" illus. by Roger Duvoisin. 
Lothrop. $2. 

"When will spring come?"the little boy, tired of winter, asks 
Mister Robin high in the peach tree. Spring's gradual arrival is 
beautifully depicted in full-page paintings and simple lines in 
large type. Under 9 
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BOOKS YOU MAY HAVE MISSED 


Suggested for vacation reading by 
Grace A. Moore, Readers' Adviser, 
Albany Public Library 


Beebe, William. High jungle. Dwell. cl1949. $4.50. 
A noted scientist and engaging story-teller vividly describes the small 
animal life he watched from his laboratory in the Venezuelan jungle. 


Carse, Adam. The orchestra. Chanticleer. 1949. $2.50. 
A book which will appeal to the connoisseur for its delicately colored 
reproductions, and to the student for its history of musical instruments. 


Conibear, Frank, & Blundell, J.L. The Wise One. Sloane. cl949. $2.75. 
Delightfully and sympathetically written, this life story of a black 
beaver will appeal to readers who like true nature tales. 


Crossman, R.H.S. The God that failed. Harper. 1950: $3.50. 

"Book of power, fascination and significance as Silone, Koestler, Gide 
and other writers reveal the emotions that drew them to communism and 
events which disiiiusionsd then. " 


Dodge, David. Crazy glamiaiditene: or, High life in the ahes. Random 
House. 1949. $2.75. 


"A brash and breezy travelog about the year the Dodge family spent in 
Peru." 


Edmonds, W.D. Cadmus Henry. Dodd. 1949. $3. 


A 17-year-old boy has amazing adventures in a runaway balloon during the 
' Civil War. 


Gaither, Mrs F.0.J. Double muscadine. Macmillan. 1949. $3.50. 
An unusual literary "whodunit" that will be welconed by ee 
readers as well as. mystery fans. 


hintisen, Edith. Spokesmen for God. Norton. cl1949. $3. 
The prophets of Israel appear as very human but God-inspired men in this 
readable book which will enrich our knowledge of the Old Testament. 


Jones, Idwal. Vines in the sun; a journey through the California vine- 
yards. Morrow. 1949. $3.50. 

An engrossing account of the early pioneers and of the development of 
the industry traced in a leisurely manner by a historian and epicurean. 


Krutch, J.W. Twelve seasons; a perpetual calendar for the country. 
Sloane. cl1949. $3. 


Provocative essays which reflect this noted author's sensitive awareness 
of man's kinship with all living things. 
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Lancaster, Osbert. Classical landscape with figures. Houghton. 1949. $4. 
Fascinating and humorous, this beautifully written and illustrated book 
is a "must" for anyone interested in Greece. 


Laski, Marghanita. Little boy lost. Houghton. 1949. $2.75. 
An affecting story of a father's search for his lost son through postwar 
France. 


Marriott, A.L. The valley below. Univ. of Oklahoma Press. 1949. $3. 
A warm, friendly record of life in an adobe village near Santa Fe, by an 
archeologist whose interest ranges from flowers and wild life to the 
culture of the Southwest. 


Munro, H.H. (Saki, pseud) Short stories of Saki. Viking. 1946. $3.50. 
Worth re-reading many rGtaa to savor the pungent Shavian-like wit of 

this young writer whose early death was a great loss to contemporary 
literature. 


O'Casey, Sean. Cock-a-doodle dandy. Macmillan. 1950. $1.50. 
In this symbolic play of Irish life, O'Casey displays his great talent 
and sparkling wit. 


Ogrizek, Dore, ed. France: Paris and the provinces; text by Roger 


Roumagnac, gastronomy by Pierre Andrieu. (Whittlesey House pub.) 
McGraw-Hill. cl948. $5. 

A beautifully illustrated "picture book and picturesque book" which de- 
picts the charm, romance and pageantry of Paris past and present. 


Packard, V.0. Animal I.Q; the human side of animals. Dial Press. 1950. 
$2.50. 

From these entertaining anecdotes of animal behavior in the psychologist's 
laboratory, we discover that the term "dumb beasts" is inappropriate. 


Priestley, J.B. Delight. Harper. cl949. $2.50. 
Declaring "I've always been considered a grumbler," this noted English 
writer, in stimulating little essays, gives the lie to his reputation. 


Richardson, H.H., pseud. Myself when young. Norton. cl948, $3. 
The author of The fortunes of Richard Mahony describes her early life 
with deep insight and sensitivity. 


Rogers, W.G. When this you see remember me; Gertrude Stein in person. 

Rinehart. cl1948. $3. 

Diaries, letters and memories of shared experiences have created an un- 
forgettable picture of one of the most interesting literary figures of 

our time. 
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Tarkington, Booth. Your amiable uncle. Bobbs-Merrill. cl949. $2.75. 
These gay, chatty letters, written to his three nephews during a Buropean 
trip in 1904, are illustrated with amusing line drawings. 


Thompson, Flora. Still glides the stream. Oxford. cl1948. $3.50. 
Nostalgic account of a childhood in Oxfordshire in the '80s which carriés 
on the story begin in Lark rise and continued in Over to Candleford. 


Walbank, F.A. England yesterday & today. Batsford. 1949. $3.75. 
Selections from contemporary writing furnish a fascinating panorama of 
English life between 1837 and 1937. 


Wees, M.P.. King-doctor of Ulithi. Macmillan. 1950. $2.50. 
A navy doctor, stationed on the island of Fassari during the war, writes 
of his life among the natives in an exciting and profoundly moving book. 


West, Jessamyn. The friendly persuasion. Harcourt. 1945. $2.50. 
The dignity and beauty of the Quaker way of life are reflected in this 


amusing, often touching story of the Birdwell family during the Civil 
War, 


Wightman, F.A, The wind is free. Duell. cl949. $5. 
Unusually beautiful photographs illustrate this exciting story of voyagés 
from South America to Capetown in a home-built yacht. 


Wood, Mrs Wendy. Mac's croft. Dutton. 1949. $3. 
Colorful description of life on a farm in the remote Scottish Highlands, 
illustrated with gay caricatures. 


"Books Are Fatal" 


From The age of indiscretion, by Clyde Brion Davis, p. 249, (see note 

in this issue): "Of course mine is a rather extreme case, but I must say 
that most of the pleasant things in a more than ordinarily happy adult 
life have come at least indirectly from the public libraries of Kansas 
City, Denver and San Francisco. That is why I feel so strongly about 

the importance of a good public library for any commnity." 
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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIAL - Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, 
Reference Section 


LABOR PROBLEMS 


Nichols, Osgood and Carskadon, T.R. Can labor and management work 
together? Public Affairs pamphlet no.151. Public Affairs Com- 
mittee, Inc., 22 E. 38th St., N.Y. 16. 1949. 20¢. 

This pamphlet is based on Partners in production: a basis for 
labor - ement understanding. Twentieth Century Fund, 330 
W. 424 St., N.Y. 18. 1949. $1.50. 


Wilson, Howard. Wage guarantee plans; a study of employment regular- 
ization. Economic Institute, Box 1160, Chicago 90, Tll. l15p. 1948. 
Free 


Berridge, W.A. and Wolfe, Cedric. Guaranteed employment and wage 
plans a summary and critique of the Latimer report and related 
documents. National Economic problems series no.428. American 
Enterprise Association, Inc., 4 BE, 41st St., New York 17. 87p. 
1948. 50¢ 


FEPC reference manual, 1948 edition. National Community Relations 
Advisory Council. Committee on Employment Discrimination. 295 
Madison Ave., New York 17. 70p. Free 


The case of sixteen year employment laws. Publication no.392. National 
Child Labor Committee. 419 Fourth Ave., New York 16. Sept. 1949. 
8p. Free 


Wolman, Leo. Industry wide bargaining. Foundation for Economic 
Education, Irvington-on-Hudson, New York, New York. 1948. 63p. 
Available without charge from The Maurice and Laura Falk Foun- 
dation. Farmers Bank Building, Pittsburgh 22, Penna. 


Survey of employee benefit plans: San Francisco metropolitan area; a 
complete report. Publication 68. Research Council for Economic 
Security. 176 W. Adams St., Chicago 3, Ill. Dec. 1949. 23p. Free 


Why I am in the labor movement by 15 labor leaders. Special report 
no.20. National Planning Association. 800 2lst St., N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. Jan. 1949. 56p. $1.00 


What's wrong with the T-H law? Labor's indictment. The American 
Federation of Labor. Washington 1, D. C. June 1949. 30p. Free 


Employment communications for better understanding; a euide to effective 
two-way information programs. National Association of Manufacturers, 
14 W. 40th St., New York 20. Feb. 1950. 30p. Free 
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SELECTED LIST OF RECENT ACCESSIONS ... Prepared by Evelyn E. Nelson, 
Reference Section and 
Sarah J. Schenck, Order Section 


AUTOMOBILES 


Anderson, R. E. Story of the American automobile; highlights and 
sidelights. Public Affairs Press. c¢.1950. 30lp. 

Toboldt, W. K. Automobile body rebuilding and refinishing. Inter- 
national Textbook Co. c¢.1950. 46up. 


BIOGRAPHIES 


Colt, Samuel. Saml Colt's own record. Hartford, Conn. Connecticut 
Historical Society. 1949. 157p. 

Cook, Cyril. Life and work of Robert Hancock. London. Chapman and 
Hall. 1948. 88p. 120 plates. 

Corréa da Costa, Sérgio. Every inch a king; a biography of Don Pedro I, 
first emperor of Brazil; tr. from the Portugues by Samuel Putnan. 
Macnillan. 1950. 230p. 

Tallant, Robert. Romantic New Orleanians. Dutton. 1950. 384p. 
(Society in America series). 

Von Hagen, V. W. Frederick Catherwood archt. Oxford Univ. Press. 
1950. 177p. plates. 

Waugh, Alec. lLipton story; a centennial biography. Doubleday. 1950. 
277D. 

Wilson, E. BE. Slipstream; the autobiography of an air craftsman. 
Whittlesey House. c.1950. 328p. 


THE EARLY AMERICAN HOME 


Brazer, E. S. Basic instructions for home painting in the early 
American manner. Flushing, N.Y. Clarence W. Brazer. 1948. 

Margon, Lester. Constuction of American furniture treasures; 
measured drawings of selected museum pieces with complete infor- 
mation on their construction. N.Y. Home Craftsman Pub. Corp. 
c.1949, 1167p. 

Parslow, V. D. Weaving and dyeing processes in early New York. 
Cooperstown, N.Y. The Farmers' Museum. 1949. 20p. 

Pratt, Richard. Treasury of Early American homes. McGraw-Hill. 
c.1949, 136p. 


ECONOMICS 


Adams, E, S. Monetary management; the regulation of credit. Ronald. 
c.1950. 127p. 
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Barnes, J. A. Wealth of the American people. Prentice-Hall. 1949. 
910p. 

Bloom, G. F. Economics of labor and industrial relations by Gordon F. 
Bloom and Herbert Roof Northrup. Blakiston. 1950. ‘749p. 

Daugert, S. M. Philosophy of Thorstein Veblen. King's Crown Press. 
Columbia Univ. 1950. 134. 

Finke, M. B. Money wise; the intelligent woman's guide to everyday 
finance by Mary Berkeley Finke and Helen Knox. Putnam. c.1950. 
298p. 

Graham, Benjamin. Intelligent investor. Harper, c.1949. © 276p. 


THE FARMER & HIS LAND 


Advances in agronomy; ed. by A. G. Norman. Academic Press. 1949. 
Vee 
Barre, H. J. Farm structures by H. J. Barre and L. L. Sammet. Wiley. 
1950. 650p. (Ferguson Foundation agricultural engineering series). 
Cartwricht, K. St. G. Decay of timber and its prevention by K. St. 
G. Cartwright and W. P. K. Findlay. Chemical Pub. Co. 1950. 2994p. 
Dowson, W. J. Manual of bacterial plant diseases. Macnillan. 1949. 
183p. 


Jarchow, M. E, Earth brought forth; a history of Minnesota agriculture 
to 1885. St. Paul. Minnesota Historical Society. 1949. 314. 
Lord, Russell, ed. Forever the land; a country chronicle and anthology; 
ed. by Russell & Kate Lord. Harper. 1950. 394. 
° Puri, A. N. Soils: their physics and chemistry. Reinhold. 1949. 
550p. 


FISHING & SAILING 


Calahan, H. A. Sailing technique. Macmillan. 1950. 459p. 
Carhart, A. H. Fishing is fum.. Macmillan. 1950. 122p. 
Cross, R. R. Complete fly tier. Dodd. 1950.  169p. plates. 


FOOD 


Advances in food research; ed. by EB. M, Mrak and Georze F. Stewart. 
Academic Press. 1949. v.1-2. 

Corey, Lewis. Meat and man: a study of monopoly, unionism, and food 
policy. Viking. 1950. 377). 






HOW TO WRITE 







Crane, W. G. How to think and write; the fundamentals of composition 
by William Garrett Crane and Frederick Carl Riedel. Harper. ¢c.1950. 
378p. 
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Hull, H. R., ed, Writer's book; presented by the Authors Guild. 
Harper. 1950. 355p. 

Steigleman, W. A. Writing the feature article. Macmillan. 1950. 
4535p. 


RELIGION & THE BIBLE 


Bible. English. Bible in basic English; ed. by Charles K. Ogden. 
Cambridge, Eng. Cambridge Univ. Press. 1949. 910p. 

Ferm, V. T. A. Forgotten religions (including some living primitive 
religions). Philosophical Library. ¢.1950. 392p. 

Lamprecht, S. P. Our religious traditions, Harvard Univ. Press. 
1950. 99p. 


TRAVELS AT HOME & ABROAD 


Federal Writers' Project. California. California; a guide to the 
golden state. Hastings House. 1949. 713p. plates. map in pocket. 
(American guide wens. 

Gilbert, F. C. de B. Good life, New Mexican food. Santa Fé, N.M. 
San Vincente Foundation. c.1949, 9p. 

Henrey, Madeleine (Mrs Robert Henrey). london. Dutton. 1949. 290p. 

Italian Touring Club, Italy. Paris. Nagel Publishers. c.1949 515p. 
(Guides bleus). 

lynn, S. M. New Orleans. Hastings House. c.1949. 168p. 

Major, Harlan. Norwegian holiday. Funk. c.1950. 268. 


A WORLD COMMUNITY 


Abend, Hallett. Half slave, half free; this divided world. Indian- 
apolis. Bobbs-Merrill. c.1950. 304p. 

Parmelee, M. F. Geo-economic regionalism and world federation. 
Exposition Press, 1949. 1937p. 

Ross, F. &H. Addressed to Christians: isolationism vs. world community. 
Harper. 1950. 154. 


A MISCELLANY 


Agar, Herbert. Price of union. Houghton. 1950. 750p. 

Commager, H. S, The American mind. Yale Univ. Press. 1950. 476p. 

If you have a deaf child; a collection of helpful hints to mothers of 
deaf children. Published for the Illinois Annual School for Mothers 
of Deaf Children by the Univ. of Illinois Press, 1949. 134. 

Kelley, P. C. How to organize and operate a small business by Pearce 
C. Kelley and Kenneth Lawyer. Prentice-Hall. 1950.  803p. 

Newman, W. S. Pianist's problems; a modern approach to efficient prac- 
tice and musicianly performance. Harper. 1950. 134p. 
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SELECTED LIST OF OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK - 
Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and 
Exchange Section and W. P. Leonard, 
Legislative Reference Section. 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Geneva. A method for testing the 
germinability of large seeds by M. T. Munn. 10p. (Bulletin no.740, 
April 1950) 


AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS, DEPT. OF. Pullorum control and eradication, 
15p. (Circular 698, April 1, 1950) 


--- Report of analyses of commercial fertilizers and lime materials 
sold in New York state January 1 to December 31, 1949. 50p. 
(Bulletin 371, March 1950) 


AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. Digest of 1950 laws affecting cities. 
29p. 


--- Digest of 1950 laws affecting towns and counties. 32p. 

--- Digest of 1950 laws affecting villages. 26p. 

--~ Preliminary annual report, 1950. &p. 

CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. "According to merit and fitness", civil service 
administration in the empire state. 1950. 28p. Annual report of 
Civil Service Department for 1949. 


--- Municipal service division. Selling civil service, public relations 
for municipal civil service commissions. l16p. 1950. 


COMICS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE PUBLICATION OF. 
Interim report... 13p. (Legis Doc 1950 no. 35) 


COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Division of state publicity. Children's camps in 
New York state, 1950. 56p. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Homemaking education in secondary schools. 50p. 
(Handbook 43, February 1950) 


--- Division of industrial education. Industrial cooperative training 
programs. 30p. 1950. 














——— 
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GOVERNOR. Message of the Governor transmitting statements of the 
pardons, commitations and reprieves granted during the year 1948. 
20p. (Legis Doc 1949 no, 10 


--- Public papers of Thomas EB, Dewey, 5lst Governor of the state of 
New York, 1947. 727p. 


HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Bureau of maternal and child health. Parents book. 
LOp. 1950. 


HOSPITAL SURVEY AND PLANNING COMMISSION. Planning hospital services, 
Wyoming county, New York. April 1950, 3lp. 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of industrial relations, women in industry 
and minirmum e and Division of research and statistics. Child 
labor on New York state farms 1948, 7 (Special bulletin 


no. 227, 1949) 


LEGISLATURE. The clerk's manual of rules, statutes, procedures and prec- 
edents applicable to the ordinary business of the Legislature of the 
state of New York, 1950-1951. 26lp. 


MILITARY LAW, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE. Interim report, 
Supplement to second...January 4, 1950. 6p. (Legis Doc 1950 no. 37) 


MOTOR VEHICLES , BUREAU OF. New York state vehicle and traffic law with 
appendix. July 1, 1949. 294. 


PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY. Newark union motor truck terminal built 
and to be operated by the Port of New York Authority. 27p. 
December 1949. 


STATE, DEPT. OF. The Constitution of the state of New York. 3530p. 
January 1, 1950. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Asparagus 
in the home garden. 4p. (Cornell extension bulletin 796, April 
1950) 

~--Cornell lawn quiz. 1950. (A Cornell home planting letter) 1 sheet 


---The dairy goat by S. A, Asdell and J. C. Marquardt. 39p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 414, reprinted April 1950) 
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--- The vegetable garden by Arthur J. Pratt, R. W. Leiby and Charles 
Chupp. 64p. (Cornell extension bulletin 696, revised April 1950) 


--- Department of agricultural eccneniee Grade qualities of potatoes 
in retail stores, New York city, 1 by Russell L. Childress. 
120p. (A. E. 707, March 1950) 

35 years of farm cost accounts. 59p. (A. BE. 711, March 1950) 


Vegetables trend in acreage, production, yield price for New York 
and United States, 1918 to 1949, prepared by M. C. Bond. 52p. 
(A. B. 664re, April 1950) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ZECONOMICS, Cornell wpAreraiiy. Ithaca. Buying 
carpets and rugs by Bernice J. Tharp. Cornell extension bulletin 
795, April 1950) 


STATE COLLEGES OF AGRICULTURE, HOME ECONOMICS AND VETERINARY MEDICINE, 
Cornell university, Ithaca. Annual farm and home week, 39th of the 
...-March 20 to 24, 1950. 


STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, 
Ithaca. Negroes in the work group. 48p. (Research bulletin no.6, 
February 1950) 


--- Sources of information on union-management relations by J. Gormly 
Miller. 34p. (Extension bulletin no. 4, March 1950) 


--- You can't hire a hand, and other essays by Temple Burling. 29p. 
(Extension bulletin 2, February 1950) 


STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE, Geneseo. A directory of agencies and organi- 
zations offering services to children in New York state. 1949. 66p. 


STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. Annual report, 2nd, of the Board of 
Trustees...January 1950. 37p. and appendix. 


STATEWIDE BUILDING CODES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report of 
the...February 20, 1950. 20p. (Legis Doc 1950 no. 40) 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BOARD. Workmen's compensation law and rules 
promulgated thereunder. July 1949. 322p. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 


This month the items usually included under Activities in Libraries 
and Activities of the State Library have been omitted to give the space to 
two important and timely documents: 

The Report of the Committee of Consultants Relative to Chapter 273, 
Laws of 1950: a Law for State Aid to Public Libraries, and Regulations 
of the Commissioner of Bducation for Standards for County or Multi-county 
Library Service. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF CONSULTANTS 
RELATIVE TO CHAPTER 273, LAWS OF 1950 
A LAW FOR STATE AID TO PUBLIC LIBRARIZS 


To Chancellor William J. Wallin 
University of the State of New York 


On April 27, 1950, you appointed a Committee of Consultants to ad- 
vise the Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Commissioner 
of Education as to the rules, regulations and other procedural or admin- 
istrative measures necessary or proper under the provisions of the 
Education Law as amended by Chapter 273, Laws of 1950. 


In accordance with your instructions, the Committee met in Albany, 
May 8, 9 and 10. 


Your Consultants have the honor to present a report and recommenda- 
tions herewith. 


Your Consultants studied the Rules of the Board of Regents and 
Regulations of the Commissioner of Education which relate to the new 
amended law. 


Your Consultants reviewed the reports of the Committee on Personnel 
Administration and Committee on Public Library Development and Standards 
of the New York Library Association adopted April 29, 1950. 


The State Librarian and Assistant Commissioner of Libraries and the 
staff of the Library Extension Division provided the Consultants with a 
tentative draft of the revision of the Regulations which they have been 
preparing for the consideration of the Regents. They also made fully 
accessible all the available statistics and other records of public 
libraries in New York State. 


Discussion centered around six major subjects as to standards or 
regulations for carrying out the major purposes of the amended law. 
Recommendations organized around these subjects are presented below. 

I Extension of Library Service 
A primary purpose of the Education Law, as amended by chapter 273, 
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Laws of 1950, is to stimmlate and aid the extension of adequate library 
service to all people in New York State. Over one million residents do 
not have any public book resources within reasonable distance, and many 
additional residents have access only to facilities inadequate as to 
reading resources and qualified personnel. Many of these people live in 
small towns and the open countryside. 


The law as amended specifies the maintenance of a library or branch 
library in each city and village having a population of 2,500 or more 
as a condition of increased financial assistance from the State (8 272, 
par. 5). The New York Library Association has suggested that the 
population figure be extended by regulation downward to 500, with some 
type of library outlet to be provided in every such place. The Con- 
sultants hold the view that the suggestion of the New York Library 
Association might result in unnecessary control of local discretion in 
adopting the most suitable and economical means for extending service in 
each locality. 


The Consultants believe that some regulations are necessary to pro- 
mote the extension of library service to all New York residents under 
the law for state financial aid to libraries, and to encourage greater 
effort in support of libraries on the part of counties and other local 
units of government. The following regulations are recommended: 


(1) Each plan for use of state financial aid for libraries sub- 
mitted by a county or miti-county system shall show that a library 
outlet is located within one-half hour travel time of every resident, 
by public or private conveyance, and located in or near the trading 
and social centers used by residents. 


(2) Each plan shall describe the specific program by which definite 
information concerning the library service available will be distributed 
to every resident in the county or milti-county district, and the means 
by which the various economic, cultural, civic and age groups will be 
assisted by qualified personnel in deriving maximum benefit from library 


resources. 


h system, in its plan for library service, shall antee 


(3) 
that registered libraries and branches be open the following minimum 
hours per week depending upon the population served: 


Population Minimum Hours per Week 
2,500 - 4,999 
5,000 - 24,999 
25,000 - 99,999 
100,000 and over 
This is a modification of a suggestion of the New York Library 
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Association. 


II Cooperative Action among Libraries 


The amended Education Law is designed to promote joint action among 
libraries. If the many separate libraries in New York State can be en- 
couraged to work together more closely, the people of the State will 
have access to a greater range of library resources and some of the 
mechanical aspects of library work can be centralized and performed at 
reduced cost. 











The Law recognizes these advantages by providing for financial aid 
to counties in which groups of libraries function together in county or 
multi-county "systems" (8 272, par. 10 h) by providing supplementary 
financial aid when ordering, cataloging and preparation of books and 
periodicals for use are centralized (8 273, par. 5 b), and by stipulat- 
ing that groups of libraries receiving state aid "... are obligated to 
permit the loan of books and materials among members of the group for 
use on the same basis permitted by the library which owns or controls 
them" (8 272, par. 4). The New York Library Association has suggested 


several additional forms of joint action to be achieved in "long-range 
plans." 















The Consultants endorse the concept of joint action among libraries 
because it provides a method for definite strengthening of library ser- 
vice at relatively little cost. We take the view that it is in the 
interest of best use of public monies and the practical improvement of 
library facilities to take advantage of certain forms of cooperation at 
the outset of an enlarged program of library service. The following 
regulations are therefore recommended: 




















(1) Each plan for use of state financial aid for libraries 
submitted by a county or multi-county system shall provide for the free 
use by all residents in the county or multi-county district of the total 
library resources within the system by: 






(a) centralized registration of readers and the use by 
readers of uniform borrowers' cards throughout the system, 


or 












(b) acceptance by all libraries in the system of a bor- 
rower's card issued by any library in the system, to be honored on the 
same basis specified for card holders in each individual library. 






(2) Each plan shall specify a means for location by any sin- 
gle library of materials added in all libraries in the system; in those 
systems with centralized ordering, cataloging, and preparation of 


materials, this would take the form of a union catalog of current ac- 
guisitions. The purpose of this suggestion is to facilitate the location 
of materials needed by readers if they are anywhere in the local system 
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of libraries. 


(3) Each county or_multi-county system shall assist each 
library in obtaining needed materials from any library in the system, 
and failing to obtain such materials from local resources, shall geek to 
obtain the materials from the New York State Library, thereby tying the 


specialized resources of the State into state-wide provisions for in- 
formational and research materials. 


III Book Stock 


The amended Education Law places emphasis upon the building and 
maintenance of an adequate book stock as the essential resource for pro- 
viding modern public library service. Under the statute the grants to 
libraries, which are based on annual expenditures for books, periodicals 
and binding, are potentially the largest of the Law's several provisions 
of financial aid. The amounts under these grants, moreover, increase as 
the library's book expenditures increase up to a maximum of 30 cents per 
capita, so that the operation of state aid serves as a stimulation to 
larger book collections. 


The Law provides further that in setting up standards to be met by 
all library systems before receiving the state grants, the Regents shall 
give consideration (8 272, par. 6, par. 10 b, d, e, f) to the need for 
"a book stock sufficient in size and varied in kind and subject matter," 
and for "regular fresh additions to book stock." 


Your Committee of Consultants had before it a standard designed to 
carry out these specific purposes of the law, proposed by the New York 
Library Association. It provides that each library system, in its plan 
for library service, shall guarantee an expenditure for books, periodi- 
cals and binding of 15 cents for each resident of the area served. 


Your Consultants agreed that the amount of annual book purchases 
by a library system as proposed by the New York Library Association is 
the most practical criterion to use in setting minimum standards of 
adequacy for a public library's book stock. Studies of actual book 
collections reveal that because of the dead wood that often accumlates 
in libraries distinguished by age rather than by vitality, the total 
number of volumes on the shelves constitutes a poor measuring stick of 
a library's book resources. Furthermore, since the Law is designed in 
part to build new library units in areas now unserved, setting a mini- 
mum total for a library's existing book stock as a condition for receiv- 
ing state aid might constitute an insurmountable barrier to receiving 
such aid by libraries in the process of creation. Experience in New 
York State and elsewhere indicates the practical difficulty, if not 
impossibility, of devising a usable yardstick to measure directly the 
quality and diversity of book stocks. Comparative studies of actual 
book purchases in libraries indicate, however, that there is a direct, 
positive relationship between number of books acquired annually and the 
quality and diversity of the collection: i.e., larger anmual funds for 
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new books mean better and more varied as well as numerically more books. 


In the light of this experience, your Consultants are in full 
agreement with the proposal to set a financial minimum on annual book 
purchases as a means of encouraging the building and maintaining of ade- 
quate library book stocks. We compared the proposed 15 cents minimum 
with the current per capita expenditures of the libraries in each of the 
counties of the State and found it to be set at a point well designed to 
stimulate more generous book expenditures in those counties at present 
having the smallest per capita outlays for this purpose, without setting 
up a hurdle too high for them to jum. 


We were concerned, however, that because of its per capita basis 
the suggested minimum sets a bottom point for annual book purchases 
above which any library system could stay and still fail to build a col- 
lection able to meet the needs and interests of a modern community. 

From studies made in New York State and elsewhere it has been calculated 
that a public library system as a whole requires at least $8,000 a year 
for the purchase of books, periodicals and binding if it is to provide 
itself with the necessary additions to its stock from the current output 
suitable for library use. 


Therefore, we recommend: that a clause be inserted in the text of 
the standard proposed by the New York Library Association to provide for 
this minimum in addition to the per capita minimum. As revised, the 
proposed standard would read: Each system of libraries, in its plan for 
library service, shall guarantee the expenditure for books, periodicals 
and binding of 15 cents for each resident of the area served by the 
system, provided also that each system guarantee the expenditure for 
these oses of at least $8,000 for each year. The funds to be ex- 
pended can come from the city, school district, villase, town, private 
or county sources or from any combination of these sources. 


IV Personnel 


The amended Education Law indicates the importance of qualified 
personnel in library service by specifying that attention be given in 
regulations to "the need ... for the professional services of an adequate 
number of librarians having, in addition to general familiarity with 
literature, special training with respect to book selection and organ- 
ization for library use" (8 272, par. 10 ¢). The Board of Regents has 
supported this view in making provision for the certification of pro- 
fessional librarians. The Consultants believe that full and proper re- 
turn on state and local money spent for library service will not be ob- 
tained unless qualified persons are provided to select and organize 
reading materials and to assist individuals and groups to use them 
effectively for educational, civic and personal needs. 


The New York Library Association has suggested a revised plan of 
certification for professional librarians after a study of the present 
regulations which found them unnecessarily complicated and below pre- 
vailing standards in the country. The Consultants have examined the 
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detailed plan of the Association and approve it, the essential provi- 
sions being as follows: 


1 Adoption of a single professional certificate in place of the 


several ades of certificates now intained 


2 Requirement of college graduation, a year of professional educa- 
tion, a period of satisfactory field experience, and passing of a cer- 


tification examination as conditions of the professional librarian's 
certificate. 


3 Specification that persons holding professional positions in 
libraries serving 5,000 population or more meet the certification re- 
guirements. The Consultants note with approval that the Committee plan 


would not disqualify individuals now holding positions in libraries and 
would give due credit for experience in assessing the qualifications for 
the new certificate of present holders of positions. 


The Consultants also note with interest and approval the Committee 
suggestion that the Library Council of the Board of Resents, with the 
approval of the Regents, appoint the certification examination committee 
to administer the proposed certification plan. This is but one of the 
several points at which the Library Council, with an active and repre- 
sentative membership, can be of value to the Regents in the common effort 
to improve book and library facilities in New York State. 


The New York Library Association has proposed the following addi- 
tional regulations concerning personnel; 


4 Bach system, in its plan for library service, shall guarantee 
one full-time equivalent worker for each 5,000 residents of the area 
served by the system, exclusive of janitorial, cleaning, and maintenance 
workers. 


5 At least one-third of the total full-time equivalent staff mem- 
bers throughout the system shall be librarians holding librarians! 
professional certificates. The Consultants have studied these sugges- 
tions as they relate to the purpose and requirements of the state aid 
bill and to present conditions in New York State, and endorse them as 
necessary and reasonable regulations. 


Finally, the Consultants, in the belief that every person in New 
York State should have available the services of professional librarians 
specializing in different kinds of library service, recommend the fol- 
lowing regulation: 


6 Every county or multi-county system of libraries shall employ at 
least five professional librarians, to provide such aspects of library 
service as general administration, cataloging, reference and information 
service, community and group service, and reading guidance to children. 
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V Organization 


Your Consultants believe that any plan for the establishment and or- 
ganization of a county or multi-county library shall make clear the 
nature of the control and lines of authority under which it will operate 
although no specific provision therefor is made in section 272 of the 
Education Law. We recommend: 


1 Incorporation of the agency for the administration of any county 
or multi-county library system under either sections 216, 255 or 256 of 
the Education Law. 


VI Relation to Regional Service Center Program 


A major purpose of the new law as stated in the report of the 
Governor's Committee and in the law itself is to use state aid as a 
means to (8 272, par. 10 h, i) "the integration of existing libraries 
and new libraries into systems serving a sufficiently large population 
to support adequate library service at a reasonable cost," and by this 


and other means to promote "the economic and efficient utilization of 
public funds." 


To effectuate these purposes the statute not only grants funds in 
aid of library systems on a county-wide basis, but also provides 
machinery and offers additional financial aid to library systems created 
by a combination of two or more counties. 


In the standards recommended above, absolute minimums are included 
both for annual book purchases and for the number of professional staff 
members needed to maintain an adequate public library service. To grant 
state aid to public library systems which fall below these minimums, in 
the judgment of your Consultants, would subsidize inadequate library 
service and would be an uneconomical disposition of the State's funds. 


It is possible, but not probable, that all the counties in the State 
acting separately will be able to appropriate funds in an amount suf- 
ficient to meet these and other standards set down as a condition for 
state aid. For some counties the money made available under state aid 
may not be sufficient to enable them to meet their special problems in 
providing adequate library service. Experience in other states indi- 
cates that even with the extra financial incentives provided in the 
amended law for voluntary combinations of counties, there is no assur- 
ance that multi-county library systems will come into being by voluntary 
county action in the foreseeable future. 


Fortunately, under an existing statute, New York State has in oper- 
ation a regional library service in one area where three counties too 
small to provide themselves separately with an adequate library system 
have become parts of a regional library service under state initiative 
and with state support of co-operative library activities. This is 
what is known as the Watertown regional experiment. It seems to the 
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Consultants a matter of prudence and economy of effort to continue for 
the next five years the state's aid of library service in this three- 
county region through the machinery already established. Your Consult- 
ants recommend that adequate research provision be made by the Regents 
for the evaluation of the two systems during the five years contemplated 
by the framers of the Amended Act as a trial period. At the end of the 
five years, the effectiveness of both the new state aid statute and of 


the Watertown regional library service will then be known and can be 
seen in relation to each other. As a result, the State will be able to 
extend, adapt or amalgamate the two systems so as to provide the less 
populous counties with a really effective public library service. 


If the Watertown experiment is discontinued before that time, the 
State may be in the position, that most other states are now in, of hav- 
ing no viable system for providing adequate library service for rural 
areas. Operating the two systems in conjunction for the five-year period 
would make New York the unquestioned center of constructive leadership 
in the development of public library service in the United States. 


The Consultants have been given full assistance by the State Librarian 
and Assistant Commissioner for Libraries and by staff members of the 
Library Extension Division. There was free and friendly exchange of 
views between Consultants and staff members. Your Consultants have ex- 
amined the revised draft of regulations prepared by the Library Extension 
Division to carry out the purposes of the amended law, and find it in 
accord with the judgments and recommendations contained in this report. 

We wish to express appreciation especially to Dr. Gosnell, Dr. Van Deusen, 
and Miss Moshier for their helpfulness and hospitality. 


Respectfully submitted. 
John Adams Lowe, Chairman 
Robert D. Leigh 


Lowell Martin 
Albany, May 10, 1950 
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REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR STANDARDS 
FOR COUNTY OR MULTI-COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEMS 


Approved by the Board of Regents, May 18-19, 1950 


Section 111. Minimum §tandards for County or Multi-county 
Library Service. 


A county or a city containing one or more counties may be 
approved for full state aid under sections 272 and 273 of the 
Education Law, as amended by chapter 273, Laws of 1950, if the 
plan for library service complies with the provisions of the 
afore-mentioned sections of the Education Law, and if it meets 
the following regulations of the Commissioner: 


1 Each plan submitted by a county or multi-county 
system shall provide for the free use by all residents in the 
county or mlti-county district of the total library resources 
within the system by acceptance by all libraries in the system 
of a borrower's card issued by any library in the system, to 
be honored on the same basis specified for card holders in each 
individual library. 


2 Each plan shall specify a means for location by 
any single library of material added in all libraries in the 
system: in those systems with centralized ordering, catalog- 
ing and preparation of materials, this would take the form of 
@ union catalog of current acquisitions. 


3 Each county or multi-county system shall assist 
each library in obtaining needed materials from any library in 
the system, and failing to obtain such materials from local 
resources shall seek to obtain the materials from the New York 
State Library. 


4 Each plan submitted by a county or mlti-county 
system shall provide for an expenditure for books, periodi- 
cals and binding of 15 cents for each resident of the area 
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served by the system but no plan will be approved unless the 
system provides for an expenditure for these purposes of at 
least $8,000.00 for each year. 


5 Each plan submitted by a county or multi-county 
library system shall show that a library outlet is located with- 
in one-half hour travel time of every resident, by public or 
private conveyance. 


6 Each plan shall describe the specific program by 
which definite information concerning the library service will 
be made available to every resident in the county or mlti- 
county system, and the means by which the various econonic, 
culturel, civic and age groups will be assisted by qualified 
personnel in deriving maximum benefit from library resources. 


7 Each system, in its plan for library service, 
shall provide that registered libraries and branches be open 


the following minimum hours per week: 


Population Minimum Hours per Week 


a ee 


2,500 - 4,999 18 
5,000 - 24,999 30 
25,000 - 99,999 L5 


100,000 and over 60 


8 Each system in the plan for library service shall 
certify that there will be employed within the library system 
at least one full-time steff member (or the equivalent) for 
each 5,000 residents of the area served by the system exclusive 
of janitorial, cleaning and maintenance workers; provided, 
however, that within such system of libraries there shall be 
employed at least five professional librarians. At least one 
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third of the total full-time (or equivalent) staff members 
throughout the system shall be librarians holding New York State 
librarians' professional certificates. 


9 The agency for the administration of the county or 
multi-county library service must be incorporated under either 
section 216 or section 255 of the Education Law, or must meet 
the provisions of section 256 of the Education Law. 


10 A county or a city containing one or more counties 
may be given provisional approval under section 273, subdivision 
7 of the Education Law, as amended by chapter 273; Laws of 1950, 
provided it satisfies the Commissioner that its plan of library 
service: 


(a) complies fully with Commissioner's Regula- 
tions, section 111, paragraphs 1, 4, 7 and 9. 


(b) gives assurance of complying fully with all 
provisions of sections 272 and 273 of the Education Law and all 
paragraphs of Commissioner's Regulations, section 111, within 
three years. 
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THE BOOKMARK QUESTIONNAIRE 


The editorial committee is happy to report that all of the 126 re- 
turned questionnaires had "Yes" checks in answer to the question, "Do you 
think THE BOOKMARK should be continued?" Some had additional checks, ex- 
clamation points, "Yes indeed" and longer, more emphatic comments. Among 
the latter were references to "growing" aspects of use and dependence on 
the publication for book evaluation and news. This evidence of growth in 
awareness of THE BOOKMARK's possibilities for service is encouraging to 
the committee in charge. It is srateful for all suggestions offered, has 
already acted on several (expansion of "Recent Books" section and use of 
star), is considering further changes and welcomes workable ideas at any 
time. 


An analysis of the returns reveals that all libraries used THE BOOK- 
MARK for book selection, 30% for readers' advisor; work and 34% for cre- 
ating reader interest in new books. About 28% incicated other uses than 
the three listed in Part 1 of the questionnaire, among them, for reference 
work, Book Committee, education of facult: or Board on library problens, 
recommendation of titles for purchase by prison innates. 


In Part 2, the consensus indicated expansion of all sections named. 
The majority of libraries that reported showed the desirability of expand- 
ing the "Recent Books" section, while votes were slightly under for the 
other regular departments. Expressions about the value of the "For Your 
Information" section included such remarks as "keeps us up to date on what 
is happening in other libraries." With regard to "Selected List of Offic- 
ial Publications," the preference for expansion is not so well defined. 
However, the odds were two to one for expansion and/or continuation. The 
publication of the large official check-list may influence the votes on 
this section. More special lists, free education films, foreign books 
and publicity ideas were other suggestions. 

In ordering books, more use is made of THE BOOKMARK than of any other 
source. Next are the weekly book reviews, The Booklist ranks third, then 
come Library Journal, Huntting, Publishers' Weekly and last, Kirkus. Where 
Kirkus is in use, however, it is usually the major tool, suggesting an 
obvious high correlation ratio between percentages of reported use of lis- 
ted tools and their annual subscription rates. Other publications men- 
tioned included The Retail Bookseller, Book Review Digest, Wilson Bulletin, 
The New Yorker and Horn Book. Some libraries noted a distinction in use 
of tools for advance notice of books and for evaluation. 





As THE BOOKMARK in monthly form nears completion of its first volume, 
its editorial committee will plan for the next year with the questionnaire 
returns in mind. An effort is being made to obtain review copies of books 
far in advance of publication date to insure timeliness in ordering. Spec- 
ial lists of seasonal interest will be included and more children's books 
will be reviewed. THE BOOKMARK's pages are at the service of the librar- 
ies of New York State. 
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